Central Middle School Choir Handbook
Expectations:
1. Be Ready! Your job for this class to try your best and to learn the skills it takes to sing
in a choir.
2. Be respectful of all people in class as this is a team activity. We work together to
produce the best sound.
3. Be Understanding! You may not like to sing a certain song and I understand that.
However, music is picked to help you develop your skills.
4. Be Safe! No Gum- This is for your safety as I have had students choke on it in class.
5. Be Hydrated! Water is the only approved beverage to have in class!
6. Be Positive -We will only be as good as all of the parts working together. Tearing each
other down will cause the opposite of what we want.
Concerts: They are mandatory. Concerts are the test choir students have. This is a
performance class and concerts are outside of the school day. If this is an issue, please let
Mr. Tolle know so your son/daughter can have an alternative assignment if concert is
missed.
Concert Dates: ALL CONCERTS WILL START AT 6:30 p.m. Students should arrive and be
seated by 6:15 p.m.
1. Fall Concert- Thursday, October 18th, 2018- CMS Auditorium
2. Holiday Concert- Thursday, December 13th, 2018- CMS Auditorium
3. Pops Concert- Tuesday, February 26th, 2019- CMS Auditorium
4. Spring Concert- Thursday, May 16th, 2019- CMS Auditorium
Dress Code: The dress code for our concerts is to dress up and look our best.
Girls: could wear dresses, a skirt with a nice top, dress pants, or other items. Please no blue
jeans or t-shirts.
Guys: Dress pant; button up shirt, polo shirt, or other items that make you look nice.
Exception: Halloween costumes may be worn for our fall concert. Costumes that have
mask must have an opening where your voice can still come out to be heard. Please only
school appropriate costumes; no costumes with weapons should be worn.
Grading: Grading is based on 2 areas.
1. Assessment Practice- 70% of grade- Showing actual music skills during class period,
which include tempo, dynamics, solfege, intonation, and includes worksheets, concerts,
or voice test.
2. Employability Skills- 30% of grade- Behavior, Respect to other students and teacher,
having necessary items for class. All things that would be required of someone in a job
setting.
Website: All information, calendar, and assignments will be posted on the Middle School
website: www.muskiechoir.com

Remind: This is a text message service that I will use to send out reminders and information
regarding anything choir. To sign up for this please follow these directions.
1. Text this number: 81010
2. In Message Area put: @muskiech
3. You should then receive confirmation that you are set up to receive messages. If you
have any problems, please contact me.
Extracurricular Groups:
Show Choir- Show Choir is open to students grade 6-8. Show Choir practices this year will
be one morning practice a week at 7:40 a.m.- 8:15 a.m.- Please make sure your son/daughter has
breakfast before they come as they lose out on practice time if they have to go eat. If they must
eat at school, we may have to address other ways for them to make up the practice time. There
will also be one after school practice a week from 3:30-4:30 p.m. I know there will be conflicts
with sports and I will do my best to work around the sports schedule but if this also becomes an
issue we may have to address how that will work.
Show Choir Auditions will be held September 25th after school from 3:30-5:00 p.m.
Students interested in auditioning should learn My Country Tis of Thee and practice it.
Music will be available to use during the audition. You will also learn a short dance break
at the audition.
A cappella: A cappella is a contemporary group that sings music similar to Pentatonix and other
a cappella groups. Auditions will be held in October. More details on this group will follow.
Practices will be one morning and one afternoon a week. After school practices will be
from 3:30-4:30 p.m. Auditions will be held on October 2nd, 2018 from 3:30-5:00 p.m.
Auditions will consist of singing My Country Tis of Thee, ear interval recognition, and a
scale to determine range.
If you have any questions/Concerns regarding this, please let me know at your earliest
convenience.
Tristan Tolle- Central Middle School- tristan.tolle@mcsdonline.org

Central Choir Department

Out of School Performance Practices
Performing groups are both classroom and out-of-class time in nature. They are considered cocurricular because the outcomes of class instruction are used in public demonstrations for an audience.
The groups most frequently used in such a dual role are band, orchestra, and vocal groups. The vitality
and value of these classes are satisfactory member of the organization if his/her only participation is that
part carried on in the classroom in school time. Satisfactory membership must include the out-of-class
participation.
It is essential that students who enroll in such classes understand that the Conditions for
satisfactory grades include out-of-class performances. A schedule of performances for the semester will
be prepared at the beginning of each semester and sent home to parents/guardians for their information.
Written agreement of the out-of-class schedule from both parents/guardians and students is desirable.
Approved absences will be honored when the director is informed before the performance. Any
decisions concerning absenteeism beyond this point will be made by the Principal following consultation
with the director.
If a student is absent, arrangements to make up the absence should be discussed with the director.
Students are encouraged to make up the work in advance if possible. Parents are asked to telephone the
director when their student will be absent from a performance. In the event a conflict should arise
between activities within the school, an arrangement agreeable to all parties will be worked out in
consultation with the student, the activity sponsors involved, the principal and the parents.
All performing groups encourage parent/student communication with the respective director. Parental
participation in the middle school continues to enhance the performance program. The directors will be
continually informing administration, students, and parents of upcoming events, performances, and
festivals that take place during the school year. The structure and implementation of these out-of-school
performance practices in the music disciplines should be consistent within each building and throughout
the district.
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Thank you for reviewing the information presented. The communication and performance expectations are
important to your child’s development in the music program. Please detach and return the following form
to your music teacher at your earliest convenience. This form can be filled out online under Central
Information at www.muskiechoir.com
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We have received and reviewed the information and understand the additional
commitment to out-of-school performances and presentations. Please return by Sept. 15th
Student:
Parent/Guardian:
WILLING TO HELP:

Date:
Date:
Yes

NO

Phone Number:

E-mail:
(Accompanist-Supervision-Organize-ETC.)

